FY 2019-2020 Data Brief
Black youth experiencing homelessness vs. Non-Black peers
served by the Hollywood Homeless Youth Partnership
As part of the Hollywood Homeless Youth Partnership’s
work to advance equity, we compared the demographics
and experiences of Black youth and their Non-Black peers
receiving services at HHYP agencies in FY 19/20. Data was
collected on 3,386 young people across all agencies; not
all variables were collected on all young people served.
This self-reported information provides an opportunity for
service providers, funders, and policy makers to design more
responsive services necessary to end the disproportionate
impact of homelessness in the Black community.

Black youth are overrepresented
in HHYP Services

This data is generated through de-identified,
self-reported “point in time” information
collected by member agencies. Self-reported
data has limitations and may result in
underreporting or misreporting of specific data
due to social desirability and difficulties with
recall. In the cases where the data didn’t align
with other well-known data sets, we provided
county and agency data to offer additional
information.
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A total of 2,953 young people self-reported their race and ethnicities.
Multiracial identities were categorized under the Non-Black category.

Gender Identity

(n=2,953)

Females served by HHYP agencies were more
likely to be Black

34%

Education
Black youth and Non-Black youth report similar
levels of education attainment and education status

34% of Black
youth served by the
HHYP identify as
female vs. 26% of
Non-Black youth
identify as female

26%

50% 53%
50% of Black youth reported having a
high school diploma or higher compared
to 53% of Non-Black youth (n=2,037)

Non-Black youth are more than twice as
likely to identify as transgender, gender
nonconforming, or queer
5% of Black youth identify as
transgender, gender nonconforming, or
queer vs. 10% of Non-Black youth
Of note, at the LA LGBT Center, 15% of
Black youth served identify as transgender
or gender nonconforming and 29% of
multiracial youth identify as transgender
and gender nonconforming

Sexual Orientation
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Employment
A slightly greater percentage of Black youth reported
currently working than their Non-Black peers
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At the LA LGBT Center, 62% of Black youth
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, or other
and 65% of multiracial youth identify as
lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, or other

26% of Black youth are currently working
while

21% of Non-Black youth are currently
working (n=1,999)
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of Black and
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reported looking for
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Systems Involvement
Black youth were less likely
to report child welfare and
juvenile justice involvement
than their Non-Black peers

Housing Status
Black youth are more likely
to report staying in a housing
program than their Non-Black peers
while similar percentages report
being stably housed

31% of Black youth reported they had
an open case with the child welfare system
vs. 34% of Non-Black youth (n=1,513)

41% of Black youth
reported sleeping in a
housing program in the
past 30 days while
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15% of Black youth reported juvenile justice
involvement vs.19% of Non-Black youth
(n=1,553)

Black youth and Non-Black youth
reported similar experiences with sleeping
somewhere not meant
for sleeping in the past
30 days
44% of Black youth and 45% of
Non-Black youth reported sleeping
somewhere not meant for sleeping in the
past 30 days (n=1,689)
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Of 1,689 youth who responded,
16% of Black youth reported
being stably housed in the last
30 days vs. 20% of Non-Black
youth reported stable housing
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This self-reported data appears to be an
undercount when compared to the data from
LA County Probation. As of June 2021, Black
youth comprised 36% of juvenile hall population
and 26% of the juvenile camp population2.
Los Angeles County Youth Justice Work Group
released a 2020 report titled “Youth Justice
Reimagined” and found that the arrest rate for
Black youth in Los Angeles County is over 6 times
higher than that of White youth and that while
numbers of justice involved youth have decreased
over time, racial disparities have increased3.

http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/probation/1112444_LAPROBINSTITUTIONSSTATISTICS2021.pdf
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Youth-Justice-Data-and-Research-Summary-CDF-YDD-2_16_21-references.pdf
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